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History of Portland & Oregon   
 
A Selected Bibliography 
 
 
This document lists books, articles and other sources on the history of the city of Portland and the state of Oregon.  It is 
intended for a wide audience, including historians, preservationists, students and the general public. It is organized into the 
following sections: 
 
1. Portland History 

 Books, Theses & Monographs. 
 Articles in Scholarly Journals & Edited Collections 
 Articles in Popular Magazines 
 Portland City Directories 

 
2. Oregon & Pacific Northwest History 

 Books, Theses & Monographs 
 Articles in Scholarly Journals and Edited Collections 

 
3. Portland & Pacific Northwest History: Reference Works 

 Books, Articles & Other Sources 
 Portland & Pacific Northwest “Mug Books” 

 
 
Many of the cited sources may be found in the Multnomah County Library or the Oregon Historical Society Research 
Library.  Others can be elusive; try searching in the Summit Union Catalogue, which joins the online catalogs of several 
Pacific Northwest research libraries: http://summit.orbiscascade.org/search/.  
 
There are many other sources of local historical information available, for instance oral histories, newspaper articles, and 
manuscript and archival collections, which are not generally included in this bibliography.  Other good sources include 
National Register nominations prepared for individual structures and historic districts in your area or that share 
characteristics or associations with something you are researching.  They also have helpful bibliographies.  Nominations 
may be identified through the National Register Information System database and ordered directly from the National 
Register: http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/research/. 
 
The Portland Bureau of Planning publication Researching Your Historic Property provides additional information helpful 
for local architectural and historical research.  Our bibliography series includes: History of Portland and Oregon (No. 1, 
this document); Architecture of Portland & Oregon (No. 2); History of African-Americans in Portland & Oregon (No. 3); 
Women’s History in Portland & Oregon (No. 4); American Architecture & Architectural History (No. 5); Location List of 
Sanborn Insurance Maps Covering Portland, Oregon (No. 6); and Maintenance, Preservation & Restoration of Historic 
Structures (No. 7). They may be downloaded from the Bureau of Planning’s Historic Resources web site: 
http://www.portlandonline.com/planning/index.cfm?c=39750. 
 
This bibliography is a work-in-progress; corrections and additions may be sent to: Nicholas T. Starin, Portland Bureau of 
Planning, 1900 SW 4th Ave., Suite 4100, Portland, OR, 97201; nstarin@ci.portland.or.us. 
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1. Portland History 
 
Books, Theses & Monographs. 
 
Abbott, Carl. The Great Extravaganza: Portland and the Lewis and Clark Exposition. Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 

1996. 

——. Greater Portland: Urban Life and Landscape in the Pacific Northwest. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2001. 

——. Portland: Gateway to the Northwest. Tarzana, CA: American Historical Press, 1997. 

——. Portland, Planning, Politics and Growth in a Twentieth Century City . University of Nebraska Press: Lincoln & 
London, 1983. 

——, Gerhard Pagenstecher and Britt Parrott. From Downtown Plan to Central City Summit: Trends in Portland's 
Central City, 1970-1998. [Portland: s.n.], 1998. 

Barnett, Ruth. They Weep on My Doorstep. Medford, OR: Pacific Northwest Books, 1978.  

Bianco, Martha. Private Profit Versus Public Service: Competing Demands in Urban Transportation Policy, Portland, 
Oregon,1872-1970. Ph.D. Thesis, Portland State University, Urban Studies, 1994. 

Campos, Laura. The Portland Planning Commission: An Historical Overview. Portland: City of Portland, Bureau of 
Planning, 1979. 

Casey, Helen Marie. Portland Compromise: The Colored School, 1867 –1872. Portland: Portland Public Schools, Public 
Information Department, 1980. 

Cline, Robert Scott. Community Structure on the Urban Frontier: the Jews of Portland, Oregon, 1849-1887. M.A.Thesis, 
Portland State University, 1982. 

Deady, Matthew P. Pharisee Among Philistines: The Diary of Judge Matthew P. Deady, 1871-1892. Malcolm Clark, Jr., Ed. 
Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1975. 

DeMarco, Gordon. A Short History of Portland . San Francisco: Lexicos, 1990. 

Denfeld, George A. 65 Years, Lives and Legends in Upper Sandy Boulevard, 57th to 82nd. [Portland]: George Denfield, 
1985. 

Dierdorff, John. How Edison's Lamp Helped Light the West: The Story of Pacific Power & Light Company and its Pioneer 
Forebears. Portland: Pacific Power & Light Co., 1971. 

Dietsche, Robert. Jumptown: The Golden Years of Portland Jazz, 1942-1957. Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 
2005. 

DiVincenzo, Richard. Linnton: A Town Too Tough to Die. [Portland?: R. Divincenzo,] 2002. 

Dodds, Linda and Carolyn M Buan. Portland: Then & Now. San Diego: Thunder Bay Press, 2001. 

Duniway, Abigail Scott. "Yours for Liberty:" Selections from Abigail Scott Duniway's Suffrage Newspaper. Edited by Jean 
M. Ward & Elaine A. Maveety.  Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2000. 

Duniway P.T.A. and Eastmoreland Neighborhood Association. Eastmoreland: "Forever Endowed with Wealth and 
Wisdom."  [Portland]: Duniway P.T.A. and Eastmoreland Neighborhood Association, 1977. 

Eigo, George. A Market for the City: The History of Portland's Public Markets.  Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 2002. 

Freeman, Professor [Bernard Freimann]. Freeman of Stamboul: Being the Memoirs of Professor Freeman. Sydney, 
Australia: Angus & Robertson, 1934. 
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Gaston, Joseph. Portland, Oregon: Its History and Builders in Connection with the Antecedent Explorations, Discoveries 
and Movements of the Pioneers that Selected the Site for the Great City of the Pacific. 3 vols. Chicago and Portland: 
S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1911.   

Genealogical Forum of Oregon and Friday Morning Research Group, comps. Cemeteries of East Multnomah County: 
Bridal Veil, Columbia Masonic, Mt. View-Stark, Mt. View-Corbett, Pleasant Home, Pounder, Powell. Portland: 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, 2001 

Grice, Gary K. History of Weather Observing in Portland, Oregon 1858 – 1950.  Mansfield, TX: s.n., 2005. Prepared for 
the Midwestern Regional Climate Center and NOAA's National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, NC. 

Greisser, Arthur H. PGE: History of Portland General Electric Company, 1889-1981. [Portland]: PGE, 1982. 

Haehlen, Gottlieb. Historical Sketch of the Pine Street Coffee House, also Early History of the City of Portland. Portland: 
[Kerns & Abbott Co.], 1918. 

Hatton, Raymond R. Portland, Oregon Weather and Climate: A Historical Perspective: A Collection of News Reports, 
Stories, Comments and Analysis. Bend, OR: Geographical Books, 2005. 

Hawkins, William John, III. The Grand Era of Cast-Iron Architecture in Portland. Portland: Binford & Mort, 1976.  

Hawley, A. T. Portland, Oregon: The Metropolis of the Pacific Northwest. [Portland]: Oregon Immigration Board; West 
Shore, [1888]. 

Herst, Herman, Jr. The Geographical Expansion of Portland. 1931. Bachelor’s Thesis, Division of History and Social 
Science, Reed College. 

Historical and Descriptive Review of the Industries of Portland, 1886-1887. Portland: Thompson and Company, 1887. 

Ho, Nelson Chia-Chi. Portland’s Chinatown: The History of an Urban Ethnic District. Portland: City of Portland, Bureau 
of Planning, 1978. 

Horner, Howard and Grace Horner, eds. History & Folklore of the David Douglas Community. Portland: David Douglas 
Historical Society, 1989. 

Johnston, Robert. The Radical Middle Class: Populist Democracy and the Question of Capitalism in Progressive Era 
Portland . New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003. 

Keefe, Lloyd T. History of Zoning in Portland, 1918 to 1959. Portland: City of Portland, Bureau of Planning, 1975. 

Kesselman, Amy Vita. Fleeting Opportunities: Women Shipyard Workers in Portland and Vancouver During World War 
II and Reconversion. Albany: State University of New York, 1990. 

Klooster, Karl. Round the Roses: Portland Past Perspectives. Portland: K. Klooster, 1987. 

——. Round the Roses II: More Portland Past Perspectives. Portland: K. Klooster, 1992. 

Kohl, David Grant. A Curious and Peculiar People: A History of the Metropolitan Community Church in Portland, 
Oregon and the Sexual Minority Communities of the Pacific Northwest. Portland: Spirit Press, 2006. 

Labbe, John T. Fares, Please: Those Portland Trolley Years. Caldwell, ID: The Caxton Printers, 1980. 

Labosier, James Bruce. Motion Picture Exhibition and the Development of a Middle-Class Clientele: Portland, Oregon, 
1894-1915. Masters Thesis, Portland State University, 1995. 

Lansing, Jewel. Portland: People, Politics, and Power, 1851-2001. Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2003. 

Leeson, Fred. Rose City Justice: A Legal History of Portland, Oregon. Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1998. 

Maben, Manly. Vanport. Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press, 1987. 
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MacColl, E. Kimbark. The Growth of a City: Power and Politics in Portland, Oregon, 1915 to 1950. Portland: The 
Georgian Press, 1979. 

——. Merchants, Money and Power: The Portland Establishment, 1843-1913. Portland: The Georgian Press, 1988. 

——. The Shaping of a City: Business and Politics in Portland, Oregon, 1885 to 1915. Portland: The Georgian Press, 1976. 

MacHaffie, Ingeborg Nielsen. Danish in Portland, Past and Present: Serving Where Seeds Are Planted, 1882-1982. Tigard, 
OR: Skribent Press, 1982. 

Maddux, Percy. City on the Willamette: The Story of Portland, Oregon. Portland: Binford & Mort Publishers, 1952. 

Marlett, Richard. Nineteenth Street. Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1968. 

McFadden, Nancy Kimball. House and Home in Portland, Oregon: A Study of Ordinary Houses in Some Southeast 
Portland Neighborhoods at the Turn of the Century. Ph. D. Thesis, University of Oregon, 1993. 

Mitchoff, Alta. History of the Kenton Neighborhood. [Portland]: Kenton Neighborhood Association, 1997. 

Morningstar, Flora Victoria. Snapshots of Portland History and the Pacific Northwest, 1792-1925.  Portland: Morningstar 
Pub. Co., 1925. 

Mullins, William H. The Depression and the Urban West Coast, 1929-1933: Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, and 
Portland. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991. 

Munk, Michael. The Portland Years of John Reed & Louise Bryant. Portland: Oregon Cultural Heritage Commission, 2003. 
3rd ed., rev. Jan. 2003. 

Myers, Gloria E. A Municipal Mother: Portland’s Lola Greene Baldwin, America’s First Policewoman. Corvallis: Oregon 
State University Press, 1995. 

Nelson, Donald R. Historic Photos of Portland. Nashville: Turner Publishing, 2006. 

——. Progressive Portland: On the Move [Portland: D.R. Nelson], 2004. 

——. Progressive Portland II: Stop & Go. [Portland: D.R. Nelson], 2006. 

Official Office Building Directory of Portland, Oregon. [Portland: s.n.], 1893. "Complete list of all office buildings and their 
occupants."  

O’Donnell, Terence, and Thomas Vaughn. Portland: A Historical Sketch and Guide. Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 
1976. First published 1963? 

Olsen, Polina. The Immigrants' Children: Jewish and Italian Memories of Old South Portland. Portland: Smart Talk 
Publications, 2006. 

——. A Walking Tour of Historic Jewish Portland with People that Lived There. Portland: Smart Talk Publications, 2004. 

Oregon Public Broadcasting. Rose City Remembered: Stories of Lost Portland. Portland: Oregon Public Broadcasting, 
[199-?].  Video. 

Oregon, State of, Board of Immigration. The Great North-western City: Portland Consolidated: Camera Views of 
Portland, Oregon. [Portland:] 1892. 

——. The New Empire: Oregon, Washington, Idaho. Its Resources, Climate, Present Development, and its Advantages as 
a Place of Residence and Field for Investment. The City of Portland: Its Trade, Commerce, and Position .... Portland: 
Ellis & Sons, Printers, [1888]. 

——. Portland, Oregon. [Portland?]: Oregon Immigration Board, [1891]. 

Parrott, Shannon Marie. Arresting Women: Women and Crime in Portland, Oregon, 1871-1879.  M.A. Thesis, University 
of Oregon, Dept. of History, 2002. 
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Paulson, Rod.  [Portland Neighborhood Histories]. [Portland: Oregon Historical Society?, n.d.]. Compilation of columns 
published in the Community Press newspaper between1974 and 1980.   

Pearson, Rudy N. African Americans in Portland, Oregon, 1940-1950: Work and Living Conditions–a Social History. Ph.D. 
Thesis, Washington State University, 1996. 

Portland Chamber of Commerce. Let's Look at Portland: Pacific Port of Industrial Opportunity ... [Portland: Portland 
Chamber of Commerce, 1945]. 

——. Portland, Oregon: City of the West. [Portland: Portland Chamber of Commerce, 1923?]. 

Portland and Vicinity: Willamette Valley, Columbia River, Puget Sound. Portland: L. Samuel, 1887. 

Portland, City of, Bureau of Parks and Recreation, Neighborhood History Project. TimeImage: Reflections of Portland. 
Portland: Portland Bureau of Parks and Recreation, 1978-1979.   

Portland, Oregon and Vicinity. Photogravures. Portland: J. K. Gill, 1898. 

Portland, Oregon in 1900. Portland: W.J. Thomson & Co., [1900]. 

Portland, Port of, Commission. The World's Sea Lanes Lead to the Port of Portland, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.: Resources, 
Statistics, Shipping Facilities. Portland:] Port of Portland Commission, 1924. 

Portland State University, Comprehensive Planning Workshop. History of the Albina Plan Area.  Portland: Portland State 
University, Urban Studies and Planning, Winter, 1990. 

Powers, Alfred and Howard McKinley Corning, History of Education in Portland, [Portland, Or.], 1937. Work Projects 
Administration. 

Price, Larry, ed. Portland’s Changing Landscape. Portland: Portland State University, Department of Geography, 1987. 

Purdy, Ruby Fay. The Rose City of the World, Portland, Oregon. Portland: Binfords & Mort [1947]. 

Reid, William. Progress of the State of Oregon and City of Portland from 1870 to 1885. Portland: [W. Reid? , 1885]. 

Roos, Roy E.  The History & Development of Portland's Irvington Neighborhood. [Portland: s.n.], 1997. 

Rose City Park Neighborhood History Book. [Portland: Rose City Park Neighborhood Association, 1997].  4th ed. First 
edition published 1977 as: Rose City Park History, 1907-1977.  

Rosenblum, Charles. Housing and Housing Reform in Portland, Oregon, 1900-1934. Bachelor’s Thesis, Reed College, 
1972. 

Rowe, H. S. Portland as a City. [Portland?: s.n., 1901]. 

Ryan, Kathleen and Mark Beach. Burnside, a Community: A Photographic History of Portland's Skid Row. Portland: Coast 
to Coast Books, 1979. 

Sawyer, Chris D. From Whitechapel to Old Town: The Life and Death of the Skid Row District, Portland, Oregon. Ph.D. 
Thesis, Portland State University, Urban Studies, 1985. 

Scott, Harvey W., ed. History of Portland, Oregon: With Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Prominent Citizens 
and Pioneers. Syracuse, NY: D. Mason and Company, 1890.  Available as full-text download from Google Book: 
http://books.google.com/. 

Serbulo, Leanne Claire. Women Adrift, Sporting Girls and the Unfortunate Poor: A Gendered History of Homelessness in 
Portland, 1900-1929. M.U.S. Thesis, Portland State University, School of Urban Studies and Planning, 2003.   

Short, Casey. Water: Portland's Precious Heritage. [Portland]: City of Portland, 1983. 

Snyder, Eugene E. Early Portland: Stump-town Triumphant, Rival Townsites on the Willamette, 1831-1854. Portland: 
Binford & Mort, 1984, Second Ed. 
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——.  We Claimed This Land : Portland's Pioneer Settlers. Portland: Binford & Mort,1989 

——. Portland Names and Neighborhoods: Their Historic Origins. Portland: Binford & Mort, 1979. 

——. Skidmore’s Portland: His Fountain and its Sculptor, from Buckboards to Bustles. Portland: Binford & Mort, 1973. 

St. Johns History. [Portland]: St. Johns History Group, 1976. 

Staehli, Alfred. Preservation Options for Portland Neighborhoods: A Report on the History of Portland’s Neighborhoods 
and Their Historic Centers.  Prepared for the City Options Program of the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
1975. 

Stanford, Phil. Portland Confidential: Sex, Crime, and Corruption in the Rose City. Portland: WestWinds Press, 2004. 

Harry, Stein, Kathleen Ryan and Mark Beach. Portland: A Pictorial History. Virginia Beach, VA: Donning Co., 1980. 

Tess, John M. Uphill, Downhill, Yamhill: The Evolution of the Yamhill Historic District in Portland, Oregon. Portland: 
[s.n.], 1977. 

Throckmorton, Arthur L. Oregon Argonauts: Merchant Adventurers on the Western Frontier. Portland: Oregon 
Historical Society, 1961. 

Throckmorton, Harold L. The Interurbans of Portland, Oregon, A Historical Geography. Masters Thesis, University of 
Oregon, 1962. 

Throop, Vincent M. The Suburban Zone of Metropolitan Portland, Oregon. Ph.D. Thesis, University of Chicago, 1948. 

Toll, William. The Making of an Ethnic Middle Class, Portland Jewry Over Four Generations. Albany: State University of 
New York Press, 1982. 

Tucker, Kathleen D. "We Want Smokestacks and Not Swamps:" Filling in Portland's Guild's Lake, 1906-1925.  M.A. 
Thesis, Portland State University. Dept. of History, 2005. 

Uris, Joseph Samuel. Trouble in River City: An Analysis of an Urban Vice Probe. Ph.D. Thesis, Portland State University. 
School of Urban Affairs, 1981. 

Wollner, Craig. The City Builders, One Hundred Years of Union Carpentry in Portland, Oregon, 1883-1983. Portland: 
Oregon Historical Society, 1990. 

Wong, Marie Rose. Sweet Cakes, Long Journey: The Chinatowns of Portland, Oregon. Seattle: University of Washington 
Press, 2004. 

Works Progress Administration, Writers' Program. History of Portland, Oregon.  [Portland? 1940?]. 

Wortman, Sharon Wood. The Portland Bridge Book. Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press, 2001.  Rev., expanded 
ed.   

 
Articles in Scholarly Journals & Edited Collections 
 
Abbott, Carl. “Portland, Civic Culture and Civic Opportunity.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 102, 1 (Spring, 2001): 6-21. 

——. “Portland in the Pacific War: Planning from 1940 to 1945.” Urbanism Past & Present, 6 (1980–81): 12–24. 

——. “Regional City and Network City: Portland and Seattle in the Twentieth Century.” Western Historical Quarterly, 
23, 3 (August, 1992): 293-322.. 

Baker, Abner. “The Economic Growth of Portland in the 1880s.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 67 (Summer, 1966): 3-21. 

Boag, Peter. “Does Portland Need a Homophile Society? Gay Culture and Activism in the Rose City Between World War 
II and Stonewall.” Oregon Historical Quarterly , 105, 1, (Spring 2004). 



History of Portland & Oregon 
 

Portland Bureau of Planning       Revised 5/4/2007 7 

Bigelow, William and Norman Diamond. “Agitate, Educate, Organize: Portland, 1934.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 89, 1 
(Spring, 1988): 5-29. 

Blackford, Mansell. “The Lost Dream: Businessmen and City Planning in Portland, Oregon, 1903-1014.” Western 
Historical Quarterly, 15 (Jan 1984): 39-56. 

Brown, Gladys. “Memories of Pioneer Home Life.” The Voice of American Women, Feb. 1947, 11-18. 

Cline, Scott. “Creation of an Ethnic Community: Portland Jewry, 1851-1866.” Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 76, 2 (Apr. 
1985): 52-60. 

Croly, Herbert. “The Transformation of the City From an Architectural and Social Viewpoint.” Architectural Record, 31 
(June, 1912): 591-607.  

Gould, Charles F. “Portland Italians, 1880-1920.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 77 (September, 1976): 239-260. 

Hills, Tim. “Myths and Anarchists: Sorting Out the History of Portland’s White Eagle Saloon.” Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, 101, 4 (Winter, 2000): 520-529. 

Hoffman, Dennis and Vincent J Webb. “Police Response to Labor Radicalism in Portland and Seattle, 1913-19.” Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, 87, 4 (Winter, 1986): 341-66. 

Horowitz, David A. “The Crusade Against Chain Stores: Portland’s Independent Merchants, 1928-1935.” Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, 89 (Winter, 1988): 340-68. 

Jackson, W. Turrentine. “Portland: Well’s Fargo’s Hub for the Pacific Northwest.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, (Fall, 
1985): 229-67. 

——. “The ‘Other Portland:’ A Statistical Note on the Foreign-born, 1860-1910,” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 80, 3 
(Fall, 1979): 258-68. 

Johansen, Dorothy O.  “The Oregon Steam Navigation Company: An Example of Capitalism on the Frontier.” Pacific 
Historical Review, 10 (June 1941): 179. 

McVoy, Arthur. “A History of City Planning in Portland.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 46 (March 1945): 1-21. 

Mullins, William H. "'I'll Wreck the Town If It Will Give Employment:' Portland in the Hoover Years of the Depression." 
Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 79 (1988): 109-118. 

Orloff, Chet. “If Zealously Guarded: The Push and Pull of Portland Parks History.” In Connie P. Ozawa, ed., The Portland 
Edge: Challenges and Successes in Growing Communities , Washington, DC: Island Press, 2004. 

Paul, Rodman W.  “After the Gold Rush: San Francisco and Portland.” Pacific Historical Review, 51 (February 1982):  1-
21. 

Pearson, Rudy. “A Menace to the Neighborhood:’ Housing and African Americans in Portland, 1941-1945.” Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, 102, 2 (Summer, 2001): 158-179. 

Pitzer, Paul C. “Dorothy McCullough Lee: The Success and Failure of ‘Dottie-Do-Good.’” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 
91, 1 (Spring, 1990): 5-42. 

“Portland’s Canyon Road.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 19 (June 1918): 169-170. 

Reed, Henry E., ed. “Lovejoy’s Own Story: Lovejoy’s Pioneer Narrative.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 31 (March 1930): 
241-260. 

Reynolds, Charles N. “Portland Public Schools, 1845-1871.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 33 (December 1932), 334-345. 

Rose, Kenneth. "The Labbe Affair and Prohibition Enforcement in Portland." Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 77 (1986): 42-
51. 
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Scott, Leslie M. “Beginnings of East Portland.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 31, 4 (December 1930). 

——. “Early Portland Contrasts.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 32, 4 (December, 1931): 313-15. 

Toll, William. “Black Families and Migration to a Multiracial Society: Portland, Oregon, 1900-1924.” Journal of American 
Ethnic History, 17, 3 (Spring, 1998): 38-70. 

——. “Ethnicity and Stability: The Italians and Jews of South Portland,1900-1940.” Pacific Historical Review, 54, 2 (May, 
1985):161-90. 

——. “Permanent Settlement: Japanese Families in Portland, 1920.” Western Historical Quarterly, 28, 1 (Spring, 1997): 
19-44. 

 
Articles in Popular Magazines 
 
Albee, Harry R. “Portland: The Ideal City.” Oregon Country, 22 (Feb. 1915): 66-67. 

Alpin, Glenn. "Steamboat Days on the Willamette River." The Pacific Northwest Forum, V/VI,4/1 [?] (1980/81): 31-38. 

Baker, Ray S. “The Great Northwest.” The Century Magazine, 65, 5 (March, 1903): 647-667. 

Brindley, W. E. “Originality of the Lewis and Clark Exposition.” Pacific Monthly, 13 (May 1905): 287-290. 

“The City of Portland.” Lewis and Clark Journal, 3 (June 1905): 15-17. 

Deady, Matthew P. “Portland-on-Wallamet.” Overland Monthly, I (July 1868): 34-43. 

Griffith, Thomas. “The Pacific Northwest.” The Atlantic , (April, 1976): 47-64, 71-93. 

——. “A Tale of Three Cities.” The Atlantic , (April, 1976): 65-70. 

Hall, Wilbur. “Portland the Spinster.” Collier’s Weekly , (May 19,1917): 30-38. 

Hinton, George. “Portland, the Optimistic, the Vigorous and Thriving City on the Pacific Coast.” Harper’s Weekly, (May 
1913). 

Holbrook, Stewart H. “The Three Sirens of Portland.” American Mercury, 66 (May,1, 1948): 544-49. 

Love, Robertus. “The Lewis and Clark Fair.” The World’s Work, 10, 4 (August, 1905): 6445-6458. 

MacDonald, Donald. “Portland Points the Way.” Sunset, 17 (June, 1906): 50-70. 

Neuberger, Richard. “The Cities of America, Portland, Oregon.” Saturday Evening Post, 219 (March 1,1947): 23, 104-108. 

Page, Walter Hines. “The Larger Coast Cities.” World’s Work, 10 (August, 1905): 6491-6502. 

Roberts, Edward. “The Western Portland.” Harper’s Weekly Supplement, April 6, 1889. 

Tilden, Freeman. “Portland, Oregon, Yankee Prudence on the West Coast.” World’s Work, 60 (October, 1931): 34-40. 

Williams, C.H. “Portland - A City of Remarkable Growth.” The Banker’s Magazine, (April, 1913): 500-07.  

 
Portland City Directories 
 
City directories provide a wealth of historical information, including summaries of contemporary events, economic data, 
illustrations, advertisements, and classified lists of businesses, institutions and residents, with addresses.  They have been 
issued in Portland more-or-less annually since 1863 by the following publishers: 

S. J. McCormick:  1863 - 1869, 1871 - 1875, 1877 - 1880 
L. Samuel:  1873[?] - 1875[?] 
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A. G. Walling:   1876 
F. L. McCormick:  1881 
J. K. Gill:   1882 - 1884 
R. L. Polk:   1885 -  

 
A variety of other directories contain sections devoted to Portland, for example those that cover groups of Oregon and 
Pacific Coast cities, such as the Classified Business and Combination Telephone Directory of Portland and Neighboring 
Cities and Towns in Oregon and Washington, published by the Foster Directory Company in the early 20th century. 
Specialized directories are also helpful, for example the Wells, Fargo & Company Directory of Chinese Business Houses: 
San Francisco, Sacramento, Oakland, San Jose, Marysville, Los Angeles, Portland, Virginia City, Victoria, 1878-1882.  
Related sources such as street directories, reverse directories, blue books, club and “society” directories have valuable 
information sometimes overlooked by researchers concentrating on the more familiar standard City Directories. 
 
 

2. Oregon & Pacific Northwest History 

The works cited in this section are generally limited to those that contain material related to the history of Portland 
and/or the state or region as a whole.  Thus, sources focusing on, for instance, southern Oregon are not listed here. 
 
 
Books, Theses & Monographs 
 
Aikens, C. Melvin. Archaeology of Oregon. Portland: U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Oregon 

State Office, 1993. 3rd ed. 

Ames, Kenneth and Maschner, Herbert. Peoples of the Northwest Coast: Their Archaeology and Prehistory. London: 
Thames and Hudson, 1999. 

Bancroft, Hubert Howe. History of Oregon. 2 vols. San Francisco: The History Company, 1886 and 1887. Volumes 29 and 
30 of Works.  Also published as vols. 24-25 of his History of the Pacific States, 1886-88, and separately, 1890. 
Reprinted 1967.  Probably ghost written by Frances Fuller Victor, see W. A. Morris, Oregon Historical Quarterly, 
1903, v. 4, p. 277. 

Boag, Peter G. Environment and Experience: Settlement Culture in Nineteenth-Century Oregon. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1992. 

Bosker, Gideon and Jonathan Nicholas. Greetings from Oregon. Portland: Graphic Arts Center Pub. Co., 1987. 

Bourke, Paul and Donald DeBats. Washington County: Politics and Community in Antebellum America. Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1995. 

Bowen, William. The Willamette Valley: Migration and Settlement on the Oregon Frontier. Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 1978. 

Blair, Karen J., ed. Women in Pacific Northwest History. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001. Revised edition. 
First published 1997. 

Boyd, Robert, ed. Indians, Fire, and the Land in the Pacific Northwest. Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 1999. 

Bunting, Robert. The Pacific Raincoast: Environment and Culture in an American Eden, 1778-1900. Lawrence: University 
of Kansas Press, 1997. 

Burrell, Orin K. Gold in the Woodpile: An Informal History of Banking in Oregon. Eugene: University of Oregon Books, 
1967. 

Byrd, Dean H., comp. Oregon Burial Site Guide. Portland: Binford & Mort, 2001. 
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Carey, Charles Henry. History of Oregon. 3 vols. Chicago and Portland: Pioneer Publishing Company, 1922.  Carey wrote 
the historical volume (v. 1), and disclaimed any responsibility for the biographical volumes (v. 2-3), prepared by the 
publishers.  2 volume revised edition published as General History of Oregon Prior to 1861, Metropolitan Press, 
1935, which was reprinted as General History of Oregon, Binfords and Mort, 1971.   

Chilton, W. R., ed. Gresham, Stories of Our Past: Campground to City. Gresham: Gresham Historical Society, 1993. 

Carr, Keith Montgomery. Changing Environmental Perceptions, Attitudes, and Values in Oregon’s Willamette Valley, 
1800-1978. Master’s Thesis, University of Oregon, 1978. 

Clark, Malcolm, Jr. Eden Seekers: The Settlement of Oregon, 1818-1863. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1981. 

Clark, Robert Carlton. History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon. Chicago, S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1927. 
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